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The overthrow of the regime of President Ben Ali in Tunisia on 14 January 2011 took the world by

surprise. The popular revolt in this small Arab country and the effect it had on the wider Arab world

prompted questions as to why there had been so little awareness of it up until that point. It also

revealed a more general lack of knowledge about the surrounding western part of the Arab world, or

the Maghreb, which had long attracted a tiny fraction of the outside interest shown in the eastern

Arab world of Egypt, the Levant and the Gulf.This book examines the politics of the three states of

the central Maghreb--Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco--since their achievement of independence from

European colonial rule in the 1950s and 1960s. It explains the political dynamics of the region by

looking at the roles played by the military, political parties and Islamist movements and addresses

factors such as Berber identity and economics, as well as how the states of the region interact with

each other and with the wider world.
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There is a reason this book has not received a single review since its publication date in April 2012.



It reads like the worst high school history textbook I've ever been forced to read, full of long, run-on

sentences that are so generic as to be meaningless. I've been spoiled by a new generation of

historians who are also consummate storytellers who have rendered me incapable of enduring this

exceedingly dry and academic type of history writing. However, if you are suffering from acute

insomnia, Willis's book will serve you well.

is a excelent book thankyou
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